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Introduction

When symfony first appeared in October 2005, many people heard about it mainly because of 
its extensive documentation. Unlike with other open source projects, you don’t have to dig into 
the symfony code to understand how a method works or what a feature does. Documentation 
has always been a major concern among the symfony core team, and that’s why we wrote this 
book: to leverage the adoption of the framework we initiated, to serve as a reference for the 
1.0 release, and to allow enterprise use of a framework written primarily for professionals.

Who This Book Is For
For this book, you need a basic understanding of PHP 5 and object-oriented programming. Of 
course, having already developed web applications in PHP before reading this book is a plus, 
for you will see this book as a collection of answers to the questions you regularly ask yourself.

How This Book Is Structured
In this book, you will learn how to use symfony to build web applications. The chapters are 
grouped into five parts:

• The Basics covers all the general concepts and prerequisites for starting symfony.

• The Core Architecture describes how the three layers of the Model-View-Controller (MVC) 
architecture are implemented in symfony, and how to build pages and applications 
according to this separation.

• Special Features explains how to use symfony’s mechanisms for shortening the development 
of smart URLs, forms and validation, Ajax interactions, caching, and internationalized 
applications.

• Development Tools covers the resources provided by symfony to make day-to-day 
development tasks easier: code generators, unit testing framework, command-line 
tasks, and plug-ins.

• Becoming a Symfony Expert reveals a few secret corners of the symfony code and shows 
you how to tweak the framework’s behavior.

Conventions Used in This Book
In the code examples, the names starting with my are just examples of actual names. For 
instance, you will see myproject, myapp, and mymodule. In your own code, replace these with the 
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real names of your project, application, and module. Not surprisingly, the words Foo and Bar 
(and sometimes FooBar) will be used as sample content for strings. Also, in syntax explanations, 
three Xs represent a sample name. For instance, validateXXX() is the syntax of a method that 
can be named validateUpdate(), validateEdit(), and so on.

Code lines longer than the book page width are indicated with a ➥ character. When you 
see this symbol at the end of a line, it means that you should read this line and the following as 
a single line. Here’s an example:

  <?php echo link_to('I never say my name', 'mymodule/myaction?name=anonymous', ➥

'class=foobar') ?>

Each command that should be typed in a *nix shell or a Windows command line starts with 
a greater-than sign:

> symfony clear-cache

In some code examples, the output of a script when viewed by a browser is written directly 
after the script code, preceded by an arrow, as follows:

<?php echo "Hello, World!" ?>
 => Hello, World!

On the other hand, the output of a command appears between two horizontal separators, 
as follows:

> php symfony -V

symfony version 1.0.0

Contacting the Authors
You can chat with François and Fabien on the #symfony IRC channel on freenode (irc://irc.
freenode.net/symfony) or send them an e-mail at the following addresses:

francois.zaninotto@symfony-project.com
fabien.potencier@symfony-project.com

Be aware that they both live in France, so depending where you’re writing from, there 
might be a delay in the response due to the difference in time zone.
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License
The symfony framework is available under the MIT license, reproduced hereafter.
Copyright © 2004-2007 Fabien Potencier

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this soft-
ware and associated documentation files (the “Software”), to deal in the Software without 
restriction, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, 
distribute, sublicense, and/or sell copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the 
Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions:

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or 
substantial portions of the Software.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS,” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE 
AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER 
LIABILITY, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, 
OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR OTHER DEALINGS IN 
THE SOFTWARE.

Symfony integrates and/or uses code from third-party projects: Mojavi3 (MVC framework), 
Propel (object-relational mapping), Creole (database abstraction), Phing (CLI utility), Unicode 
(i18n), Dynarch (JavaScript calendar), Prototype (JavaScript library), script.aculo.us 
(JavaScript library), famfamfam (icons), Prado (i18n classes), PHPMailer (mail functions), 
Spyc (YAML parser), pake (CLI utility), and lime (testing framework). Refer to the online 
copyright file at http://www.symfony-project.com/trac/browser/trunk/COPYRIGHT.
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