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Pro InfoPath 2007
Dear Reader,

InfoPath 2007 provides a powerful platform to migrate forms to the electronic
desktop. The form designer is intuitive enough that business users can design
their own forms, freeing developers and designers to work on the databases,
reporting, and other back-end processes necessary to implement a business
system. 

Also, the introduction of InfoPath Forms Services enables InfoPath forms to
be run on a web server so that they can be filled out in a browser. You can design
a form for the InfoPath rich client, and then take that same form and publish it
to a server where users can fill it out in a browser. 

The dream of the “paperless office” has been promised for over two decades.
One of the hardest aspects of de-papering an office is dealing with the point at
which the paper enters the system—the common form. Forms have become
increasingly complex, with Byzantine validation rules and hard-to-follow
instructions. We’ve started replacing forms with electronic versions, but doing
so is generally a slow process—each form is its own application with the associ-
ated development overhead and pain.

I’ve been working with InfoPath for over three years, and while it is a power-
ful platform, there is a learning curve (and some sharp edges). I wrote this book
as an attempt to provide a springboard for seasoned developers to discover this
great new tool and take advantage of it. I’ve tried to focus on covering most of
the common activities you may have to deal with in an InfoPath implementa-
tion, and I’ve also provided a lot of walkthrough exercises to get you up to speed
quickly with InfoPath, Forms Services, and the new workflow capabilities in
SharePoint.
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Introduction

Electronic forms are the bane of developers everywhere. Laying out a form is generally
designing a business process, so while it may seem like a fairly straightforward thing to do
(I need this data, so I’ll put these controls on the form), you start running into issues of valida-
tion, presentation, showing and hiding optional fields, and so on. InfoPath is a great tool exactly
because the designer is so straightforward that the developer can have the business stakeholders
design their own forms (or design the forms in conjunction with them in a joint-analysis design
session). 

InfoPath 2007 has evolved far beyond that initial vision. With the addition of browser-
compatible forms, developers can design a form once and reuse it as a rich desktop form or
a browser-based form, and even embed the form in their own solutions. And since InfoPath is
completely XML-based, they’re not locking into some proprietary stack—an InfoPath form
could be the front end for a Java process, for example. 

A problem with the growth of features and capabilities is that there are a lot more aspects
of InfoPath to understand. With InfoPath 2003, you had to understand the InfoPath client and
some basic SharePoint integration. InfoPath 2007 brings in not only browser capabilities, but
also deeper integration with SharePoint, integration with Windows Workflow Foundation (WF)
as both a tool and a client, and a host of additional programmatic interfaces. 

This book is intended to introduce a power user or developer to InfoPath as a platform for
developing form templates. While InfoPath is easy to use once you’re used to it, there are sharp
edges and dark nooks and crannies that can be a bit frustrating. Having gone through these
travails myself, I felt the need to share the lessons I’ve learned with other “newbies.” Hopefully,
you’ll be able to read through it in a weekend to understand what you can do with InfoPath, but
also use it as a reference to work from as you implement a solution. 

The first parts of the book are oriented toward any InfoPath power user—they show you
how to use the controls, views, validation, and other user interface features without writing
any code. Later chapters start delving into code and the Visual Studio environment, and are
intended for experienced developers with a background in C#. 

You do not need to have worked with InfoPath, SharePoint, or WF previously—I introduce
and explain the concepts you need to understand how they interact. (Hopefully, after reading
this book, you’ll be hungry to learn more about SharePoint and WF development!) 

To start off, you can get by with just the InfoPath client. As you dig into SharePoint integra-
tion, you will need access to a SharePoint server (either Windows SharePoint Services or Microsoft
Office SharePoint Server). And of course, to work through the sections covering code, you’ll
need Visual Studio 2005. 

I hope you enjoy reading this book as much as I’ve enjoyed writing it. If you have questions
or feedback, please feel free to contact me at philo89@msn.com. 
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